
Hero Project Thesis Statement Guidelines 
 
Thesis Statement Overview:  

● Pay attention to the language in the rubric: 
Paper has a cohesive thesis that makes a clear argument about the chosen hero type. 

● Remember, the goal of this paper is to not do a comparison of your examples, but to use the similarities 
in your example to argue WHY this hero type is ultimately the best. 

 
EXAMPLES:  
 
Iconic figures such as Beowulf and General George Patton epitomize the degree to which epic heroes remain 
elevated above all other hero types because their superior intelligence and strategic mindset remind others 
how to persevere in a time of crisis. 

● clearly identified the hero examples 
● made an assertion that epic heroes are elevated above all other hero types  
● line of reasoning: intelligence and strategic mindset teaches a lesson about perseverance in a time 

of crisis  
● Paper discussion: The paper would need to use the examples of intelligent/strategic behavior 

from both Beowulf and Patton 1) discuss why this is an overall superior quality to have and 2) 
address perseverance in a time of crisis as a cultural value 

○ In addressing Patton specifically, you could perhaps connect that perseverance to 
American patriotism. 

 
Due to their imperfection, Byronic heroes such as Heathcliff and Marilyn Monroe offer more valuable life 
lessons in comparison to other hero types because their tragic choices offer as a cautionary tale against 
destructive habits. 

● Clearly identified the hero examples 
● made an assertion that Byronic heroes offer more valuable life lessons 
● line of reasoning: tragic choices function as a warning 
● paper discussion: discuss how audiences learn lessons from both figures 

○ An interesting twist for this could be to address how American culture places value on 
the wrong things (money, fame, etc…), and we should see that our values are misplaced 
because of tragedies like Marilyn Monroe. 

○ The cultural values don’t necessarily have to be flattering. 
 
NOTE: What you will notice in both thesis statements is that they don’t flatout address the cultural 
values. What you are offering instead is an insight into how you plan to support your argument. The 
cultural values come in as an extension of that argument. Consider this the “so what” of your paper. Why 
should I care that Byronic heroes can function as a warning? Well, maybe it’s because ultimately I live in 
a society that promotes behaviors that create Byronic heroes.  

 
   



Hero Project Works Cited and Internal Citation Guidelines  
 

The formats/templates below are guidelines. Pay attention to punctuation, capitalization, and italicized text. If you are 
unsure, consult Purdue OWL or the MLA Handbook (8th ed.) as a resource. All citations should be in MLA format.  

Translated work: 
[work w/ original author]: 
Last Name, First Name. Title. Translated by Translator’s Name, Publisher, publication date.  
 

[work w/ anonymous author] 
Title. Translated by Translator’s Name, Publisher, publication date.  
 

→ Internal citation: 
(Last Name line numbers)  
(Title line numbers) *if author is anonymous 

Novel: 
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Original Publication Date. Publisher, Publication Date (this will be for your 

version of the book). 
 

→ Internal citation: 
(Last Name page number) 

Page on a website:  
Last Name, First Name. “Title of page.” Name of website. Publication date, URL. Date accessed. 
 

*if no author is listed, begin citation with the page name in quotation marks 
 

→ Internal citation: 
(Last Name) 
(“Title of Site”) *if no author is listed 

Database Source: 
(see database; citations are provided) 

YouTube Video: 
Author. “Title of video.” YouTube. Uploaded by name, date of upload, URL.  
 

*If no author is provided, begin citation with the title of the video in quotation marks 
 
→ Internal citation: 
(Last Name) 
(“Title of Video”) *if no author is listed 

(Digital/online) Image: 
Artist’s name. Title of Image. Date of creation. Name of source containing image, URL.  
 

→ Internal citation: 
(Last Name) 
(Title of Image) *if no author is listed 

TedTalk: 
LastName, FirstName. "Title of Video." TED, Date, URL.  
 
→ Internal citation: 
(Last Name)  



 


